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TORONTO CATHOLIC STUDENTS TO  
BUILD HOMES IN THE PHILIPPINES 

 
Eighteen students from Toronto Catholic Schools, including one from a York 
region school, will depart Toronto on December 27th for the Philippines.  The youth 
will be helping to construct shelter homes in Manila.   
 
The project was initiated by TCDSB teacher Michael Consul, who established a 
connection with “Answering the Cry of the Poor”.   They will be visiting one of the 
poorest communities in Manila where people live in shanties and make-shift 
homes, without electricity or running water.   In a separate visit to another 
community, they will be serving lunch to 200 children and distributing Christmas 
gifts.  They will also be conducting a community clean-up and running a mini-
Olympics.  The gifts, luncheon and cleaning supplies are all donated by the 
students through their own fundraising efforts. The students will also visit an 
orphanage to meet the residents and help out with daily chores. 
 
Students qualified for the trip by writing an essay explaining why they wanted to 
participate in the project.  Most felt privileged to live in Canada and wanted to give 
back to those less fortunate. The students raised funds to pay for their 
transportation and accommodations.  They will return to Toronto on January 10th. 
 
“This project is one of many social justice initiatives that our students undertake at 
the TCDSB”, says Mr. Consul.  “This experience cultivates responsible citizenship 
in our students, which is one of our Catholic Graduate expectations.” 
 
For more information and/or to offer financial support to the students’ project, 
please contact Michael Consul at michael.consul@tcdsb.org or at 416-222-8282 
Ext. 2572. 

 
 
 
 

- 30 - 
The Toronto Catholic District School Board educates more than 93,000 students from 
diverse cultures and language backgrounds in its 201 Catholic elementary and secondary 
schools and serves approximately 475,000 Catholic school supporters across the City of 
Toronto. 
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