ORANGE SHIRT DAY-EVERY CHILD MATTERS RESOURCES
All resources should previewed by teachers before they are shared with students.
BOOKS:
Shi-shi-etko, by Nicola Campbell (Elementary)
Shin-chi's Canoe, by Nicola Campbell (Elementary)
Stolen Words, by Melanie Florence (Elementary)
I Am Not A Number, by Jenny Kay Dupuis (Secondary)
Residential Schools, With the Words and Images of Survivors, A National History Now,
by Larry Oskiniko Lovie, , Constance Brissenden, Wayne K. Spear (Secondary)
POEMS:
“I Lost My Talk” by: Rita Joe
“two braids” by: Rosanna Deerchild
ARTICLES:
“Residential Schools and Reconciliation: What You Should Be Reading Today:
https://beta.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/residential-schools-and-reconciliationwhat-you-should-be-readingtoday/article24721325/?ref=https://www.theglobeandmail.com&
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada Calls to Action:
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
WEBSITES:
1) Orange Shirt Day-Every Child Matters:
http://www.orangeshirtday.org/
2) Indian Residential Schools and Reconciliation Resources:
http://www.fnesc.ca/irsr/
3) Project of Heart:
http://projectofheart.ca/teacher-guideslesson-plans/

4) Deepening Knowledge: Resources For And About Aboriginal Education:
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/deepeningknowledge/Teacher_Resources/Curriculum_Res
ources_(by_subjects)/Social_Sciences_and_Humanities/Residential_Schools.html
5) Residential Schools in Canada: Education Guide:
http://education.historicacanada.ca/files/32/ResidentialSchools_English.pdf
6) Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada:
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
PLACES FOR RESOURCES:
Toronto Public Library-Spadina Road Branch
Good Minds: First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Books:
http://www.goodminds.com/residential-schools-words-and-images-survivors-nationalhistory-now-available

1000 CONVERSATIONS
ACROSS CANADA ON RECONCILIATION

Brief History of Residential Schools



In the 1870’s, the Government of Canada partnered with Anglican, Catholic,
United, and Presbyterians churches to establish and operate boarding and
residential schools for Aboriginal (First Nations, Inuit, and Métis) children.



The intent of the Residential School System was to educate, assimilate, and
integrate Aboriginal people into Canadian society. In the words of one
government official, it was a system designed “to kill the Indian in the child.”



Attendance at residential schools was mandatory for Aboriginal children across
Canada, and failure to send children to residential school often resulted in the
punishment of parents, including imprisonment.



The federal government and churches operated over 130 residential schools
across Canada. The number of active schools peaked in 1931 at 80. The last
federally-administered residential school closed in 1996.



The federal government currently recognizes that 132 federally-supported
residential schools existed across Canada. This number does not recognize
those residential schools that were administered by provincial/territorial
governments and churches.



Over 150,000 children (some as young as 4 years old) attended federallyadministered residential schools.



It is estimated that there are approximately 80,000 Residential School Survivors
alive today.

Residential School Experience



Many Aboriginal children were taken from their homes, often forcibly removed
and separated from their families by long distances. Others who attended
residential schools near their communities were often prohibited from seeing their
families outside of occasional permitted visits.



Students were forbidden to speak their language or practice their culture, and
were often punished for doing so.
Many students were forced to do manual labour, and were fed poor quality food.
There are many accounts of students being provided moldy, maggot-infested and
rotten foods.





Other experiences reported from Survivors of residential schools include sexual
and mental abuse, beatings and severe punishments, overcrowding, illness,
children forced to sleep outside in the winter, the forced wearing of soiled
underwear on the head or wet bed sheets on the body, use of students in
medical experiments, disease and in some cases death.



Many students received a sub-standard education. As late as 1950, according to
a study by the Department of Indian Affairs, over 40 per cent of the teaching staff
had no professional training.



Some students have spoken of the positive experiences of residential schools,
and of receiving an adequate education. However, overall it was a negative
experience as indicated by various statements of apology issued by the churches
and federal government.

Residential School Impacts



In many cases, the abuses, and even the common experiences of having
attended residential school have caused impacts such as post traumatic stress
syndrome and have made it difficult for Survivors to engage in family, social, and
professional circumstances.



Survivors were often away from their parents for long periods of time and this
prevented the discovering and learning of valuable parenting skills.



The removal of children from their homes also prevented the transmission of
language and culture, resulting in the fact that many Aboriginal people no longer
speak their language or are aware of the traditional cultural practices.



Adaptation of abusive behaviors learned from residential school has also
occurred and caused intergenerational trauma, the cycle of abuse and trauma
from one generation to the next.



Aboriginal communities are still in need of healing with high rates of substance
abuse, violence, crime, child apprehension, disease, and suicide.

Healing and Reconciliation



In the early 1990’s, as a result of escalating social problems in Aboriginal
communities throughout Canada, the federal government created the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP). RCAP confirmed a link between
social crisis in Aboriginal communities, residential schools and the legacy of
intergenerational trauma. In response to RCAP, the federal government initiated
the Gathering Strength initiative which then led to the creation of the Aboriginal
Healing Foundation (AHF) in 1998. The AHF funds community based healing
initiatives that address the legacy of physical and sexual abuse in the Residential
School System, including intergenerational impacts.



Hundreds of healing initiatives and projects have been funded through the AHF,
and many other independent programs and initiatives have been created
throughout Canada to heed the healing objective.



In 2007, the Government of Canada implemented the Indian Residential School
Settlement Agreement. The settlement agreement included: Common
Experience Payment to all former students of federal administered residential
schools; the Independent Assessment Process to address compensation for
physical and sexual abuse; establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission; healing initiatives; and a fund for commemoration projects.



The churches and government have offered various statements of regret,
condolence, sorrow and/or apology for their roles in administering residential
schools including:
- United Church of Canada (1986)
- Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate (Roman Catholic) (1991)
- Anglican Church (1993)
- Presbyterian Church (1994)
- Government of Canada (2008)



The Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was
established in 2008, with a mandate is to inform all Canadians about what
happened in residential schools. The TRC will document the truth of Survivors,
their families, communities and anyone personally affected by the residential
school experience. The TRC hopes to guide and inspire First Nations, Inuit, and
Métis peoples and all Canadians in a process of truth and healing leading toward
reconciliation and renewed relationships based on mutual understanding and
respect.



In response to the loss of language, there is a growing movement to revive and
preserve unique Aboriginal cultural beliefs, social structures, and spiritual values.



Through initiatives of the Legacy of Hope Foundation and National Day of
Healing and Reconciliation, Canadians are learning this history and
understanding the impact that it has had and continues to have on their
communities.

I Lost My Talk
by Rita Joe
I lost my talk
The talk you took away.
When I was a little girl
At Shubenacadie school.
You snatched it away:
I speak like you
I think like you
I create like you
The scrambled ballad, about my world.
Two ways I talk
Both ways I say,
Your way is more powerful.
So gently I offer my hand and ask,
Let me find my talk
So I can teach you about me.

