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Children make every day life connections as you share with them
your mathematical experiences.
Tell them about your banking, household budgeting, expenses,
utility bills, grocery costs. They need to hear what they’ll be
required to know in their adult lives.

Simple board and card games develop logic and number
sense.Make and do puzzles (2D, 3D, crossword, word) can be
used to practise patterns and vocabulary and to develop spatial
sense.Make a budget, estimate the cost while shopping, watch
for fluctuating gas prices. Children who see every day life
connections develop an interest in math. They will want to run
their households successfully as adults. Practise with fractions
and measurement while cooking and baking.Home renovations
and construction often require measurement and geometry
knowledge and skills learned in mathematics classes.
Take a minute to reflect on the math you do automatically. This
information can be shared with your children.

When your child gets stuck on a math assignment, listening and
asking questions is more helpful than telling.
You won’t always have the answers to all the questions.
Sometimes you can ask questions to help children clarify what
they know and what they need to know. By listening to what
they explain, you are giving them the chance to organize their
thoughts.

Sometimes it’s hard not to jump in and give the answers as the
child is struggling or doing the question incorrectly. It’s important
to allow the child to struggle and persevere in problem solving.
Learning how to get oneself unstuck is part of the learning curve.
Discuss mistakes as learning opportunities. Pose questions that
guide to where the thinking went wrong and to possible next
steps.

Use these questions when a child is presented a word problem.

The Expert Panel report indicates, “Students must regularly be
given the opportunity to struggle with mathematics problems. By
denying them these experiences, or by providing excessive
assistance to shelter them from what is perceived as mental pain,
teachers and parents can end up “crippling kids with kindness.”
(Chatterley & Peck, 1995).

This list of strategies may suggest one or more starting points for
solving a problem.

It is important to validate students’ approaches to problems and
recognize that there is more than one way to solve most
problems.

